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THE WORLD, MY WORLD, IN MY EYES

An artist and a teacher inspired his countrymen to
continue his legacy by sharing how one sees the world
through their own eyes, just as he did. Let us all listen to
Vicenta Silva Manansala's story, a National Artist of  the
Philippines in Visual Arts (Painting).

The World, My World, In My Eyes is part of  the ModernHero
Stories, a series of  stories under Sandaang Salaysayabout
the lives of  great and honorable Filipinos. Brought to you
by Arete and Ateneo de Manila Basic Education in
partnership with The Bookmark, Inc. and sponsored by
Role Players, Inc. written by Carl Matthew Rodriguez and
will be read to us by Mark Rommel Santos.

Vicente was a little boy who loved to make kites.
He loved to make and design them in all shapes.
He enjoyed squares most of  all because he could
make better designs with them.

But he never got a chance to fly any of  his kites since he could not find an open area to do it. Most
of  the land was used by Americans who occupied thePhilippines at the time.

One sunny but windy day, Vicente's father took him to a grassy field so Vicente could finally fly his
kite. He brought his favorite, a four-square kite decorated with a variety of  fruits. Vicente let hiskite
soar over the field and the hills.

As the kite was flying high above, Vicente's father asked him, "What do you see around you?"

Vicente squinted toward the vast horizon and cheerfully answered, “I can see the world! The whole
entire world!"

His father smiled, "What do you feel, flying your kite around ‘the world’ like you're doing now?"

Vicente pondered what his father had said, then replied out: “I feel like I’m showing the world my
colors!"

"Yes, Vicente. Show the world your colors, and you'll be able to color the world just as you color
your kites."

And with that, Vicente started to dream of  becomingan artist.

At first, this dream was simply to share his talent with those around him, but as he grew older, his
dream was no longer simple as he became aware that his motherland was under foreigners.

After high school, Vicente focused on art full-time.

His artistic skills in school gave him many opportunities to pursue his dream, painting in different
parts of  the world. But he vowed to never forget his roots.

The years Vicente spent abroad made him long to return home. By the time he finished his studies,
he had become a very skilled painter. At last, he returned home, but his excitement to return to the
Philippines was crushed when he set foot on soil stained with blood, and a land scarred by World
War II.

Seeing his devastated country, Vicente changed his dream. He no longer cared about showing the
world his colors. Instead, he wanted to show his country its own colors. He wanted to expose the
Philippines' beauty underneath the destruction and squalor.

He created paintings inspired by his postwar surroundings. At first, he painted an impoverished
mother clutching her baby to reflect the country’s struggles after the war. He wanted to convey his
deep sorrow for his motherland.

Then Vicente realized it would be better to paint more positive scenes. He visited slums and other
areas ignored by society. He witnessed Filipinos' optimism amidst tragedy. He painted children
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playing native games such as “luksong-tinik. He also painted lively vendors selling balut, fish, fruits,
vegetables. and farm animals.

He wanted others to appreciate the simple joys around them through his still-life paintings of  dried
fish and produce in a native setting. Through his paintings, he showed his countrymen the splendor
of  the Philippines that shone through the scarred remains of  the war.

In his later years, Vicente became an art teacher. He would ask his students,

"What is the world to you?" His students would answer literal things such as

"the Earth" or "the place we live in".

Then Vicente would tell his students:

"Yes, the world is the place we all live in, but it isn't the same place for all of  us. What the
world is to you is different from what the world is to me. What the world is to us is different
from what the world is to slum-dwellers. Our world is also what each of  us wants it to be.

At first, I dreamed of  showing everyone my world,but after witnessing our country taken
over by another and being left in ruins after the war, I no longer wanted to show my world. I
wanted to show our world - the Philippines - the world we all share as Filipinos.

We live in our own different worlds, but as brothers and sisters in this country, our worlds
intersect here. The first lesson of  art is it is meant to be shared, but as your teacher and
fellow artist, if  there's anything I want you to learn from me, it's this: As individual artists,
share your world with others, but as Filipino artists, share our world in the Philippines with,
the rest of  the world."

His students were inspired by his words, and, through the years. his students included Antonio
Austria, Angelito Antonio, and Mario Parial who would later become famous artists who imbibed
Vicente's nationalistic fervor.

Vicente Silva Manansala, artist and teacher, inspired his countrymen to continue his legacy. As a
Filipino, he reminded his country of  its beauty despite the ravages of  war, and taught others to share
how they saw the world through their own eyes, just as he did.

***

Source: The World, My World, In My Eyes. Carl Matthew Rodriguez. The Bookmark, Inc. 2016.
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